LAW No 184 of 12 April 2001*) on organising and practising the architectural profession – Republished in the Official Gazette No 771, Part I, of 23 August 2004


CHAPTER I: General provisions


Article 1
This law shall regulate the practice of the architectural profession and the setting up of the Romanian Order of Architects as an independent, non-profit, autonomous, non-political form of organisation recognised as of public interest.


Article 2
(1) Activities in the field of architecture are an act of culture and a matter of public interest, having implications in the town planning, economic, social, and environmental areas.
(2) The architectural creation is meant to organise the built environment by taking into consideration both its functionality and aesthetics and is under an obligation to harmoniously insert it in the environment by respecting natural landscapes and the building wealth.


Article 3
By law, civil, industrial, agricultural or any other type of buildings shall only be built in compliance with the building permit issued on the basis of the regulations regarding architectural design and building.


Article 4
The professional title of architect shall be borne by any graduate holding a diploma or any other evidence of formal qualification awarded by higher schools of architecture recognized by the Romanian State.


Article 5
(1) The professional title of architect shall equally be borne by nationals of the Member States of the European Union, nationals of the Member States of the European Economic Area and Swiss nationals who are graduates holding a diploma or any other evidence of formal qualification awarded by a higher school of architecture and recognized in one of the above-mentioned States.

(2) The professional title of architect shall equally be borne by graduates holding a diploma or any other evidence of formal qualification awarded as a part of a social scheme or following graduation of a part-time university course in the field of architecture by persons having acquired a minimum level of knowledge, although requirements concerning the minimum period of study are not fulfilled. These persons shall have a professional experience of not less than seven years under the supervision of an architect with right of signature or a firm of architects and shall successfully complete an examination of degree standard, which shall be equivalent to the final examination for the award of a diploma or other evidence of formal qualification, as referred to in paragraph 1.
(3)Nationals of the Member States of the European Union, nationals of the Member States of the European Economic Area, as well as Swiss nationals, shall have the right to use their lawful academic title and, where appropriate, the abbreviation thereof deriving from their Member State of origin, in the language of that State.
(4)Nationals of the Member States of the European Union, nationals of the Member States of the European Economic Area, as well as Swiss nationals authorized to hold the professional title of architect pursuant to a special law of that State giving the competent authorities the possibility of conferring this title on personalities who have particularly distinguished themselves by their achievements in the field of architecture shall use their professional title in Romania.


Article 6
Conditions to be met for the non-automatic award of the professional title of architect to nationals of the Member States of the European Union, nationals of the Member States of the Economic European Are, as well as Swiss nationals and the necessary procedure in these cases shall be established by Government Decision.


Article 7


(1) Activities in the field of architecture and town and country planning consist in:
a)planning, professional advice, technical assistance and supervision of building works, monument restoration, landscaping, design, development and interior design, staging design and other similar activities;
b)study, research, planning, advising and specific regulations in the fields of architecture, town and regional planning, buildings and use of building materials and specific technologies;
c)verification, endorsement, approval, control and technical assessment of architectural projects.
(2) Architectural practice is a complex activity combining technical and aesthetic creation, and the provisions of services, which is achieved by design development, co-ordination of studies and related reference materials developed by other experts, studies, design, competition and research topics and programs, technical materials, models, plotting and other similar activities.


CHAPTER II: Architectural practice


SECTION 1: Acquiring and exercising the right of signature


Article 8
The architectural profession is practiced in the private, as well as the public sector, in accordance with legal provisions.


Article 9
(1) The exercise of the right of signature implies the holder’s entire professional responsibility towards clients and public authorities as regards the quality of suggested solutions, and the observance of the legislation in the field.
(2) The right of signature shall be exercised in the form of a holograph. The name, first name and registration number on the National Architects’ shall be conspicuously mentioned. Collective works shall bear the signature of all contributing architects.
(3)The exercise of the right of signature implies the independence of professional decision-making.


Article 10
(1)Architectural projects for the realization of which the law requires the issue of a building authorisation shall be drafted by an architect with right of signature or a chief architect with right of signature.
(2)The architect and the chief architect shall acquire the right of signature granted by the Romanian Order of Architects if they meet good repute and professional training requirements. The award of the right of signature shall lead to their obligatory registration on the National Architects’ List.


(3)The good repute requirement provided in the second paragraph shall be considered as met:
a)where the architect candidate to the right of signature was not permanently or temporarily prohibited to practise by a final court ruling as a complementary penalty for an offence related to the practice of the profession;
b)where the architect candidate to the right of signature was not subject to disciplinary action taken by the Romanian Order of Architects and was not withdrawn the right of signature, under this law.
(4)Chief architects' right of signature shall be exercised on the Romanian territory and shall be restricted to the categories of works for which the law recognizes this right.
(5)The right of signature shall be acquired on the basis of an application submitted to the Romanian Order of Architects, accompanied by the copy of the diploma referred to in Articles 4 and 5, the judicial record and the proof of a training period, together with the portfolio including all works to which the candidate contributed during his/her training period.
(6)The procedure to confer the right of signature shall be completed within a maximum period of three years after full documentation is submitted by the candidate.


Article 11
(1)Nationals of a Member State of the European Union, nationals of a Member State of the European Economic Area, as well as Swiss nationals wishing to reside in Romania and fulfilling conditions provided in Articles 5 or 6 as regards the holding of the professional title of architect shall acquire the right of signature under the same conditions as the Romanian nationals, in compliance with the provisions of Article 10.


(2)Architects who are nationals of a Member State of the European Union, nationals of a Member State of the European Economic Area, as well as Swiss nationals having the right to practice the profession of architect in one of those States and do not wish to reside in Romania but only to be entitled to temporarily provide services in the field of architecture within the Romanian territory shall acquire the right of signature by automatic and temporary registration with the Romanian Order of Architects, having the same rights and obligations for the period of services to be provided. The following documents necessary for the registration shall be provided:
a)a declaration about the services to be provided, where they involve the execution of a project within the Romanian territory;
b)a certificate issued by the competent authority of the State of origin stating the right of that person to practice the profession of architect in its territory; this certificate may not be produced more than 12 months after its date of issue by the competent authority of the State of origin;
c)a certificate issued by the competent authority of the State of origin attesting that the person concerned holds the diplomas or other evidence of formal qualifications complying with the criteria of the European legislation in the field.
(3)The Romanian Order of Architects shall accept as proof of good repute a certificate issued to a national of a Member State of the European Union, a national of a Member State of the European Economic Area or a national of the Swiss Confederation by the competent authority of the State of origin; this certificate may not be produced more than three months after its date of issue by the competent authority of the State of origin.
(4)To acquire the right of signature, nationals of a Member State of the European Union, nationals of a Member State of the European Economic Area, as well as Swiss nationals shall supply a certificate issued by the competent authority of the State of origin attesting a corresponding training period and an adequate period of professional practice equivalent to that of the State of origin and conferring them the same rights as the Romanian nationals participating in the training.
(5)The Romanian Order of Architects shall make information regarding specific national legislation and the Architects' Professional Code of Conduct available to all persons concerned.


Article 12
The conditions under which architects who are nationals of States other than those referred to in Article 5 can acquire the right of signature in Romania and can request registration with the National Architects’ List shall be established under reciprocal conventions concluded by the Romanian State with those States.


Art. 13
(1) To acquire the right of signature, an architect who is a graduate under provisions of Article 4 can exercise professional activities as a trainee for two years, pursuant to the law, under the guidance of an architect with right of signature.
(2)At the end of the training period referred to in paragraph 1, trainees can acquire the right of signature under provisions of Articles 10 or 11, as the case may be.
(3)For graduates holding a diploma of master or doctor in the field, the training period shall be reduced by one year.


Article 14
During their training period, trainees may sign their own studies, plans and designs not requiring the issue of a building permit.


Art. 15
For the purposes of this law, exercising the right of signature is incompatible with the following situations:
a)within the same project, the architect acts as a supervisor, expert or advisor elected within the public administration involved in the endorsement or authorisation process;
b)the architect is a public servant within the authority of the central or local public administration with a competence in endorsement, authorisation and control of a particular work.


Article 16
The exercise of the right of signature without compliance with requirements provided by this law shall be an offence and shall be penalized according to Article 281 of the Penal Code.


SECTION 2: Types of architectural practice


Article 17
(1)The right of signature can be exercised within individual practices, associated practices, design companies or other forms of association under the law.
(2)Regardless of the type of architectural practice referred to in paragraph 1, architects with a right of signature can acquire the capacity of general designers.
(3) Regardless of the type of architectural practice, architects with right of signature may hire employees.
(4)Legal entities referred to in paragraph 1 not including an architect with right of signature within their staff but exercising design activities shall be under the obligation to use the services of an architect with right of signature on a contractual basis, in order to develop town planning materials and architectural designs that are subject to endorsement or authorisation.


Article 18
(1)The type of architectural practice shall be declared by the architect and shall be registered with the Romanian Order of Architects.
(2)Individual practices can be associated by contract.
(3)Contractual relations shall be established between an individual practice and the client or, in the case of associated practices, these relations shall be established between one of the individual practices involved and the client.


SECTION 3: Rights and obligations of architects with right of signature


Article 19
An architect with right of signature shall have the following rights:
a)establishing and signing documents provided in paragraph 1 of Article 10*;
b)verifying during the execution of works their conformity with the authorisation issued, although no technical assistance was entrusted to him/her;
c)benefiting of freely negotiated fees for services provided on the basis of contractual relations established with the client. The Romanian Order of Architects, having received the opinion of the Ministry of Transports, Constructions and Tourism and the Ministry of Culture and Religious Affairs, shall establish a list of reference fees that will be made available to any client;
d)introducing clauses on copyright protection in the contract concluded with the client.


Article 20
An architect with right of signature shall have the following obligations:
a)knowing and observing legal provisions in force as regards the practice of the architectural profession;
b)observing the Architects' Professional Code of Conduct and the Rules of the Romanian Order of Architects;
c)communicating to the client the obligation to obtain and comply with the necessary endorsements, agreements and authorisations provided by the law;
d)keeping an interest in further training;
e)assuming, by the exercise of the right of signature, full professional responsibility to the client and demonstrating conscientiousness and professional integrity;
f)serving the interests of the client in compliance with the public interest and professional requirements.


SECTION 4: Suspension and cessation of the right of signature. Striking an architect’s name off the National Architects’ List


Article 21
The right of signature shall be suspended:
a)temporarily, at the request of the registered person;
b)after six months of unjustified lack of payment of yearly subscriptions to the Romanian Order of Architects until they are fully paid up;
c)during suspension of the right to practise the architectural profession as a result of a final judgment;
d) as a disciplinary action, for the entire duration of this action.


Article 22


(1) The right of signature shall cease:
a)by written relinquishment to the exercise of the right of signature;
b)where the registered person was subject to a final judgment for an offence provided by the law and related to the exercise of the right of signature or if the registered person was applied a punishment complementary to the interdiction of architectural practice as a result of a final judgment.
(2)By the cessation of the right of signature, the architect shall lose the quality of member of the Romanian Order of Architects and the name of the architect shall be struck off the National Architects’ List.


CHAPTER III: The Romanian Order of Architects


SECTION 1: Attributions and organisation of the Romanian Order of Architects 


Article 23
(1)The Romanian Order of Architects, hereinafter called the Order, shall be established, pursuant to the law, as a non-profit apolitical autonomous independent and public interest professional organisation with juridical personality of private law and with own assets and budget. The Order shall have the role of representing and protecting the interests of the architectural profession at a national and international level.
(2)The head office of the Romanian Order of Architects shall be located in the municipality of Bucharest and shall have regional subsidiaries. Its activities shall be financed from registration fees, yearly membership contributions, funds raised from specific cultural, scientific or economic events and publishing rights, as well as legal donations, sponsorships or other sources, under the law.
(3)The Order shall include architects and chief architects with or without right of signature, town planners without right of signature or having been granted, under the law, a right of signature similar to that of chief architects, trainees and any other holder of the title of architect, upon request.
(4)This law shall not limit the architects' right of free accession to other forms of professional association.
(5)The Order shall have the obligation to publish the National Architects’ List, the Rules of the Romanian Order of Architects, the Architects' Professional Code of Conduct and the list of reference fees in the Romanian Official Gazette, Part I on a yearly basis.


Article 24


(1)The Romanian Order of Architects shall have the following attributions:
a)protecting and promoting the quality of the architectural and town planning product;
b)supervising the competent and qualified architectural practice in compliance with its Code of Conduct;
c)suggesting specific legal provisions in view of their promotion;
d)representing the interests of its members in front of public and administrative authorities, as well as within international professional bodies;
e)awarding architects the right of signature and managing the National Architects’ List.
(2)The attributions of the Romanian Order of Architects regarding the award of the right of signature cannot be exercised by any other institution or professional association.


Article 25
The rights and obligations of the members of the Romanian Order of Architects shall be established by its Rules.


Article 26


(1)The management bodies of the Romanian Order of Architects shall be:
a)the National Conference;
b)the National Council;
c)the Board of Directors;
d) the President of the Order.
(2)The persons elected in the National Council, the Board of Directors or as President of the Order shall have a four-year term. They cannot exercise more than two consecutive terms.


Article 27
The National Conference of the Order shall be made up of delegate members of the local subsidiaries who have the right of proportional representation. Local subsidiaries shall ensure that at least one representative of each county included in that subsidiary attends the National Conference.


Article 28


(1) The National Conference of the Romanian Order of Architects shall have the following attributions:
a)adopting and modifying the Rules of the Order, the Code of Conduct and the framework regulation for local subsidiaries;
b)adopting the organisation of the Order's management bodies;
c)electing and revoking the president of the Order;
d)electing and revoking the members of the National Council of the Order;
e)electing the members of the censor and discipline committees at a national level, as well as the members of other specialist committees;
f)adopting decisions on all issues on the agenda established in the notification to attend;
g)approving reference fees and sole yearly contributions for the categories of members of the Order, as the case may be.
(2) The National Conference of the Order shall be legally set up on its first meeting and in the presence of at least two thirds of the number of delegates and decisions shall be adopted by majority of votes. If the majority requirement is not met on the first meting, the National Conference shall be legally set up in the presence of the majority of its members and adopt decisions by majority of votes on the second meeting.


Article 29
(1)In-between meetings of the National Conference, the activities of the Order shall be coordinated by the National Council; two thirds of its members shall be architects with signature right.
(2) The line-up in the National Council shall ensure a proportional representation of local subsidiary members.
(3)Each local subsidiary shall establish by its own decision the candidates designated for the National Council.


Article 30
(1) The President of the Romanian Order of Architects, who is elected among the architects with right of signature, shall represent the Order in its relations with other individuals and legal entities or Romanian and foreign authorities and shall have the authority to conclude contracts and agreements on behalf of the Order. The President shall also preside the works of the National Conference and shall authorise the budgetary expenditures of the Order.
(2) The Vice-presidents of the Romanian Order of Architects are rightful replacements of the President in the order established by the National Conference.


Article 31
(1)The current activities of the Romanian Order of Architects shall be coordinated by the Management Committee.
(2)The Management Committee shall be elected by the members of the Board of Directors by majority of votes.
(3)At least two thirds of the Management Committee members shall be architects with right of signature.


Article 32
The management and the committees of the Romanian Order of Architects, as well as the management of its local subsidiaries shall be elected by the secret vote of the majority of participants having the right to vote.


Article 33
The organisation and functioning of the Romanian Order of Architects shall be established by the Rules of the Order, as approved by the National Conference.


SECTION 2: Local subsidiaries of the Romanian Order of Architects


Article 34
(1)In counties with at least 50 members, as well as in the municipality of Bucharest, local subsidiaries of the Order shall be established by free association. They will include all architects having their place of residence within the borders of that county.

(2)If there are less than 50 members in a county, local subsidiaries may be established by the association of architects having their place of residence in border counties until their number reaches at least 50 members.
(3)A single subsidiary of the Order can be established within the same county or area made up of two or several bordering counties, as well as in the municipality of Bucharest.


(4)Local subsidiaries shall acquire juridical personality of private law starting with the setting-up general meeting of their members. On this occasion, the meeting shall also establish:
a)the town of residence of the local subsidiary and its head office;
b)the management bodies of the subsidiary.


Article 35
On their establishment, local subsidiaries shall establish their own rules on the basis of the framework regulation at the national level that was approved by the National Conference of the Romanian Order of Architects.


SECTION 3: National Architects’ List


Article 36
(1)In order to have a centralised listing of architects in the entire country, the National Architects’ List shall be issued. This is a document published in the Romanian Official Gazette, Part I on a yearly basis.

(2)The National Architects’ List shall include architects with right of signature and chief architects with right of signature and shall be organized by specialties.
(3)Registration on the National Architects’ List shall allow architectural practice in the entire country.


Article 37
(1)The Romanian Order of Architects, including its local subsidiaries, is under an obligation to provide third parties with any information related to the data recorded in the National Architects’ List or local architects’ lists.
(2)Architects’ lists shall also specify the type of architectural practice for each person registered.
(3)The Romanian Order of Architects or its local subsidiaries shall issue, at the request of the person registered, a certificate containing all relevant data concerning that person that are recorded on the architects’ lists.


SECTION 4: Disciplinary liability


Article 38
(1)The members of the Romanian Order of Architects shall be held liable for not complying with the provisions of this law, the Code of Conduct and own decisions of the management bodies capacitated by the Order. They shall also be held liable for any infringement related to the profession or outside the profession that might be detrimental to the good repute of the profession or the Order.


(2)Disciplinary action consists in:
a)admonition;
b)vote of reprimand;
c)suspension of the right of signature for 6 to 12 months;
d)suspension of the quality of member of the Romanian Order of Architects for 6 to 12 months.
(3)Disciplinary action under paragraph 2 (a) and (b) shall be applied by the local Management Committee on the proposal of the local Discipline Committee.
(4)Disciplinary action under paragraph 2 (c) to (f) shall be applied by the National Council of the Order, on the proposal of the local Discipline Committees and based on the decision of the national Discipline Committee.

(5)The decision of the local Discipline Committee applying one of the disciplinary action under paragraph 2 (a) and (b) may be appealed at the national Discipline Committee within 30 days after the notification of the decision.
(6) The decision of the national Discipline Committee applying one of the disciplinary action under paragraph 2 may be appealed at the competent administrative litigation court within 30 days after the notification of the decision.
(7)Where legal action is not taken, disciplinary action shall lapse within two years after the infringement.


Article 39
(1)The Discipline Committees of the Chamber of Romanian Architects shall be legal bodies and shall be organised at a national and local level for each subsidiary.
(2)The national Discipline Committee shall be made up of five architects with at least ten years of experience, out of which three must be architects with right of signature.
(3)The Discipline Committee shall elect a President among its members.
(4)The decisions of the Discipline Committees shall be ratified by simple majority of votes.
(5)The trial procedure shall be provided in the rules of the Romanian Order of Architects and supplemented with the provisions of the Civil Code.


Article 40
One year after the permanent withdrawal of the right of signature or the quality of member of the Romanian Order of Architects becomes effective, the person concerned may ask for a re-examination of the decision. In case of rejection, a new application shall be accepted only after one year.


Article 41
Where a court passed a final sentence to convict an architect with right of signature for offences related to architectural practice or applied a penalty complementary to the interdiction of architectural practice, a copy of the decision shall be submitted to the local subsidiary of the Romanian Order of Architects, which is organized at a local level, in order to strike the architect’s name off the local architects’ list in the area of their place of residence.



CHAPTER IV: Transitory and final provisions


Article 42
Within one year after the coming into force of this law, all architects holding a degree or its equivalent issued by a higher education architecture school with a period of study of at least five years shall acquire, upon request, registration with the Romanian Order of Architects and the architects’ list in the area where they have their place of residence. Architects shall be able to exercise their right of signature, irrespective of their work experience.


Article 43
(1)Chief architects shall be graduates holding a diploma awarded by higher education architecture schools recognized by the Romanian State, with a period of study of at least three years.
(2)Chief architects who are graduates holding a diploma awarded by higher education architecture schools with a period of study of at least three years may request registration with the local subsidiary of the Romanian Order of Architects in the area where they have their place of residence.
(3)Chief architects who obtained their diploma before the coming into force of this law and those who graduate in the following three years after the coming into force of this law may acquire a right of signature that shall be limited to the categories of works provided by the law.
(4)Technician architects, who are graduates from the Urban Construction and Architecture Technical School - STACO - up to 1973, with at least seven years of professional training, and who, after completing their studies, are awarded their diploma of chief architect, shall acquire the right of signature without further training.


Article 44
In view of copyright protection, members of the Romanian Order of Architects may request the registration of studies, plans and designs on a special list of the Order, thus receiving a definite date.


Article 45
Twelve months after the coming into force of this law, disciplinary or administrative or penal action, whatever appropriate, shall be taken against all those who practice the architectural profession without meeting the provisions of this law.


Article 46
(1)Within 60 days after this law is published in the Romanian Official Gazette, Part I, an initiative committee made up of representatives of the professional associations in the field shall ensure the convening of the National Conference for the setting up of the Romanian Order of Architects.
(2)Within 90 days after this law is published in the Romanian Official Gazette, Part I, the National Conference shall adopt the Framework Regulation of the Romanian Order of Architects and the Code of Conduct and shall establish the minimal fees under Article 19.


Article 47
127/1990In order to set up the local subsidiaries of the Romanian Order of Architects, the Union of Romanian Architects, set up by the Statutory Order No  on measures regarding the activities of the Union of Romanian Architects and of local architect associations, shall make available to the Order the database included in the National Register of Architects, the member list and all its records.


Article 48
In case of tenders and invitations for proposals in the field of architecture and town planning, at least one third of the members of the evaluation committee or the jury shall be architects with right of signature, among which a representative of the Order and a representative of a higher education architecture school authorized by the Romanian State.


Article 49
Within three months*) after the entry into force of this law, the Government shall approve methodological norms for its application, including:
a)methodology for automatic recognition of diplomas and other similar evidence of formal qualification issued by higher education architecture schools recognized by the Romanian state or the Member States of the European Union, the Member States of the European Economic Area and the Swiss Confederation;
b)methodology and institutions with competence in issuing the necessary documentation for the award of the right of signature in compliance with Articles 10 and 11;
c)the authority empowered to issue the necessary papers to architects who are Romanian nationals wishing to pursue the profession of architect in the Member States of the European Union, the Member States of the European Economic Area and the Swiss Confederation.


Article 50
(1)Articles 4, 5 and 11, as well as provisions referring to these Articles shall apply to nationals of the Member States of the European Union, nationals of the Member States of the European Economic Area and the Swiss Confederation after Romania's accession to the European Union.
(2)Before Romania's accession to the European Union, the professional qualifications of nationals of the Member States of the European Union, nationals of the Member States of the European Economic Area and Swiss nationals shall be recognized by the equivalence of their studies, under the law.


Article 51
(1)This law shall enter into force within 60 days after its publication in the Romanian Official Gazette, Part I.
(2)Any other opposite provisions shall be repealed.

-****-
43/2004*) Republished in compliance with Article II of Law No  amending and supplementing Law No 184/2001 on organising and practising the architectural profession, published in the Romanian Official Gazette, Part I, No 252 of 23 March 2004, as renumbered.
184/2001Law No  was published in the Romanian Official Gazette, Part I, No 195 of 18 April 2001 and was subsequently modified by:
493/2002- Law No  approving Government Ordinance No 7/2001 on income tax, as published in the Romanian Official Gazette, Part I, No 543 of 25 July 2002;
43/2004- Law No  amending and supplementing Law No 184/2001 on organising and practising the architectural profession, as published in the Romanian Official Gazette, Part I, No 252 of 23 March 2004.
184/2001*) In Law No , those documents were provided under paragraph 2 of Article 3; paragraph 2 was repealed by Law No 43/2004, without the amendment of the referral legislation. Some of those documents are governed by Law No 350/2001 on town and regional planning, while the rest are provided under the first paragraph of Article 8, which became the first paragraph of Article 10 after renumbering.
43/2004*) The three-month deadline shall run from the publication of Law No  in the Romanian Official Gazette, Part I, No 252 of 23 March 2004.
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