In accordance with Section 23 subs. 6 para. i) and Section 33 subs. 3 of Act of the Czech National Council no. 360/1992 Coll., on the Professional Practice of Certified Architects and on the Professional Practice of Certified Engineers and Technicians Active in Construction, as amended (hereinafter referred to as the “Act”) and in accordance with the approval of the Minister of Regional Development of the Czech Republic, the Czech Chamber of Architects (hereinafter referred to as the “Chamber”) hereby declares 

this

CERTIFICATION 

CODE

OF THE CZECH CHAMBER 

OF ARCHITECTS




PART ONE

CERTIFICATION

Section 1

In accordance with the provisions of Section 30 of the Act, this Code sets forth 

a) the general requirements for certification proceedings and classification, and the scope and content of certification,

b) the requirements for professional education for particular fields of certification and the requirements for supervised professional practice, 

c) the requirements for an application for certification,

d) the requirements for the consideration of the application, examinations of professional competence and granting certification,

e) the requirements for entry onto and maintenance of the list of certified persons.

CHAPTER ONE 

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS FOR CERTIFICATION PROCEEDINGS AND CLASSIFICATION, THE SCOPE AND CONTENT of CERTIFICATION
TYPES, FIELDS aND specialiZATIONS OF CERTIFICATION AND THEIR CONTENT, SCOPE AND designation 

Section 2

Type, fields and specializations of certification and their designations 

(1) Certification is granted, in accordance with the provisions of Section 4 of the Act, for

a) the type of certification of “architect“ (with general competence), with the numerical designation A.0 and authorization to use the designation protected by the Act (hereinafter referred to as the “protected title“) of “certified architect“ or the alternative designation “certified architect with general competence”),

b) the fields of certification of:

1.
Architecture, with the numerical designation A.1 and authorization to use the protected title of “certified architect“,
2.
Land-use planning, with the numerical designation A.2 and authorization to use the protected title of “certified architect – land-use planning“ or the alternative title of “certified urban planner”,

3.
Landscape architecture, with the numerical designation A.3 and authorization to use the protected title of “certified architect – landscape architecture“, or the alternative title of “certified landscape architect“;

An applicant for certification shall make his/her decision pursuant to paras. a) and b) subparas. 2 and 3 in advance and for the entire duration of his/her certification, unless the scope of certification is subsequently extended to other fields in addition.

(2) In accordance with the provisions of Section 6 of the Act, in accordance with general legal statutes on nature and landscape protection and on the authority of the Ministry of the Environment, the Chamber also grants certification for the specialization of “design of environmentally stable land-use systems” with the numerical designation A.3.1
 and authorization to use the designation of the “certified designer of environmentally stable land-use systems“.

(3) Certification for multiple fields or specializations concurrently is possible subject to the prescribed requirements being fulfilled. 

Section 3

Scope and content of certification

for the separate specialization of designing of 

environmentally stable land-use systems 
Certification under the numerical code A.3.1 certifies for professional practice in the following scope:

a) Preparation of the design documentation for environmentally stable land-use systems,

b) Participation in the preparation of land-use planning data documents and land-use planning documentation in the fields of environmentally stable land-use systems and landscape and nature protection,

c) Conduct of relevant surveys, analysis and assessments,

d) The giving of expert statements and the elaboration of expert assessments, including for the purposes of proceedings held by the administrative authorities of the state,

e) Professional supervision of the implementation of designs of environmentally stable land-use systems and landscaping,

f) Representation of a client in administrative proceedings related to the design and implementation of environmentally stable land-use systems,

g) Holding expert positions in the state administrative authorities in departments of nature and landscape protection, unless a special  legal statute sets forth otherwise.

CHAPTER TWO

REQUIREMENTS FOR PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION AND PRACTICE, COOPERATION WITH UNIVERSITY-LEVEL SCHOOLS AND THE GOVERNMENT ACCREDITATION COMMISSION 
Division one

PROFESSIONAL EDUCATIONAL REQUIREMENTS
Section 4

General requirements for education for the 

purposes of certification 

(1) Education is the basic qualification prerequisite for independent professional practice; the Certification Council (hereinafter referred to as the “Council“) shall therefore continuously monitor the status and development of education in the fields for which certification is granted at schools providing such education, and its compliance with the educational requirements set forth by the Act and this Code. For certification purposes the Council shall adopt a resolution approving a list of schools providing recognized professional and related education, which shall be published after a preliminary resolution of the Board of the Chamber. When compiling and approving the list of schools, the Chamber shall cooperate with the Government Accreditation Commission of the Czech Republic.

(2) 
Study at a university or comparable educational institution complying with the study requirements for individual fields as set forth in Sections 5 through 7 inclusive hereof is considered as the recognized professional education necessary for certification in each of the fields mentioned above. In the event of certification with general competence, the provisions of this Code concerning the educational requirements shall apply commensurately.

(3) 
At least a quarter of the tuition of architects, urban planners and landscape architects shall take place in architectural, urban and land-use planning or landscape design studios respectively, under the direct individual tuition of a professional tutor covering all fields for which the Czech Chamber of Architects grants certification, with primary orientation towards the major subjects stipulated in the provisions of Sections 5 through 7 inclusive hereof, in paras. a) through g) inclusive and which shall form at least sixty percent of this tuition. 

(4) For certification purposes, a bachelor’s degree in the fields of architecture, urban and land-use planning or landscape architecture of less than four years’ duration, or university education in fields of study similar to those of architecture, urban and land-use planning or landscape architecture shall be considered as relative education if at least the framework of such education complies with the conditions set forth for the relevant field herein, particularly in the event that there is no other education for the relevant field or specialization which fully complies with the conditions set forth by the Act.

(5) 
The Council may excuse the educational requirements in exceptional cases, if the applicant for certification can provide evidence of successful professional practice of sufficient duration and is able to prove sufficient ability to independently and responsibly practice the profession as a certified architect without attaining recognized or at least similar education as shown by examination.

Section 5

Educational requirements for the field of architecture 

A course of study with a primary orientation towards architecture, urban and land-use planing and conceived of as multidisciplinary education throughout the whole period of study, and with a due proportional balance of technical and arts disciplines and theoretical and practical subjects, by which a graduate has attained the following capabilities, skills and knowledge, shall be considered as the recognized professional education necessary for certification in the field of „architecture“:

a) 
The ability and skill to create architectural designs complying with artistic, esthetic and technical requirements,

b) 
A knowledge of architectural history and theory and related arts, humanities and technologies, 

c) 
A knowledge of culture, particularly the fine arts, as one of the significant factors influencing the quality of an architectural work, 

d) 
A knowledge of urban and land-use planning, and the abilities and skills related to the planning and designing process,

e) 
An ability to understand the relationships between people and architectural works, between architectural works and their urban environment, and the need to relate architectural works and the spaces between them with human needs and scales,

f) 
An ability to understand the profession of an architect and his role in society, especially when preparing designs which consider social factors,

g) 
A corresponding knowledge of survey and analytical methods and the ability to prepare design briefs, 

h) 
A knowledge of the whole process of building design and the ability and skill to solve structural and technical problems related to building design, 

i) 
A knowledge of physical laws, building technologies and functions of buildings suitable to provide high-quality practical and technical standard and protection against the effects of the weather,

j) 
The ability and skill to design in a manner satisfying the requirements of building’s users within the limits set by economic factors and legal and technical regulations,

k) 
A knowledge of the industrial branches, technologies, standards and processes relating to the integration of partial special designs into an aggregate design, and to the organization of such aggregate designs.

Section 6

Educational requirements for the field of land-use planning

A course of study with a primary orientation towards urban and land-use planning and conceived of as multidisciplinary education throughout the whole period of study, and with a due proportional balance of technical and arts disciplines and theoretical and practical subjects, by which a graduate has attained the following capabilities, skills and knowledge, shall be considered as the recognized professional education necessary for certification in the field of “urban planning”: 

a) 
The ability and skill to create urban plans and designs and to prepare land-use planning documentation complying with natural, cultural, social, economic and technical requirements,

b) 
A knowledge of urban planning history and theory (the development of towns and cities) and the related natural sciences, humanities and technical sciences, 

c) 
A knowledge of culture as one of the significant factors influencing the quality of an urban plan and design and land-use planning documentation, 

d) 
A corresponding knowledge of architecture, construction and territorial infrastructure, and the abilities and skills related to the process of the designing thereof,

e) 
The ability to understand the relationships between people and the urban environment, between the urban environment and the landscape, and the need to design various spaces and environments in accordance with human needs and scales,

f) 
The ability to understand the profession of an urban and land-use planner and his role in society, especially when preparing designs which consider social factors,

g) 
A knowledge of survey and analytical methods and the preparation of design briefs for the preparation of urban designs or land-use documentation, 

h) 
A knowledge of the whole process of the urban design and land-use planning process and the abilities and skills required to solve the natural, cultural, social, economic and technical problems of a territory and protect its values, 

i) 
A knowledge of the technology used in forming the environment through development, particularly in relation to care for health and the natural and landscaping elements of an environment in the interests of improving quality of life,

j) 
The ability and skill to plan in a manner satisfying the requirements of territory‘s users within the limits set by economic factors and legal and technical regulations,

k) 
A knowledge of the corresponding fields, sectors, technologies, standards and processes which shall be coordinated within the framework of urban planning, land-use planning activities and the implementation of land-use planning documentation.

Section 7

Educational requirements for the field of landscape architecture 
and for the specialization of designing 
environmentally stable land-use systems

(1)
A course of study with a primary orientation towards planning and designing landscape architecture in built-up and undeveloped territories, including care for nature and the landscape and their sustainable development, and conceived of as multidisciplinary education throughout the whole period of study, and with a due proportional balance of natural scientific, technical and arts disciplines and theoretical and practical subjects, by which a graduate has attained the following capabilities, skills and knowledge, shall be considered as the recognized professional education necessary for certification in the field of “landscape architecture“:

a) 
The ability and skill to create garden plans and designs and landscape plans and designs complying with natural, cultural, aesthetic and technical requirements,

b) 
A knowledge of landscape architecture history and theory and of the related arts, natural sciences, humanities and technologies, 

c) 
A knowledge of culture as one of the key factors influencing the quality of a landscape architectural work, 

d) 
A corresponding knowledge of architecture and construction, urban and land-use planning, and the abilities and skills related to the planning and designing process,

e) 
The ability to understand the relationships between people and the landscape, between people and works of landscape architecture, between such works and their environment, and of the need to relate garden and landscape spaces with human needs and scales,

f) 
The ability to understand the profession of a landscape architect and his role in society, especially when preparing designs which consider social factors,

g) 
A knowledge of survey and analytical methods and of the preparation of design briefs for landscape architectural designs and of briefs for landscape planning, 

h) 
A knowledge of the whole process of landscape architectural design, and the ability and skill to solve natural landscape, technological, structural, constructional and technical problems related to landscape architectural design, 

i) 
A knowledge of biological laws, technologies and the functions of garden and landscape plans and designs, suitable to provide high-quality practical and technical standards and leading to improvements in the quality of the environment,

j) 
The ability and skill to design and plan in a manner satisfying the requirements of the users of landscape architecture and landscape plans within the limits set by economic factors and legal and technical regulations,

k) 
A knowledge of the fields, sectors, technologies, standards and processes related to the integration of partial special designs and plans into an aggregate design or plan and of the organization of such aggregate designs or plans.

(2) The provisions of Subsection 1 shall apply commensurately to the education necessary for the specialization of designing environmentally stable land-use systems.

Section 8

List of schools with recognized and similar education 

active in the territory of the Czech Republic

(1) The lists of schools providing recognized professional and similar education shall be updated as needed, usually once every five years. The necessary prerequisite for a school’s listing is to provide evidence of the content and scope of study in the mix required by the Chamber, and a list and the qualifications of the external and internal teaching staff active at the school. When verifying school study programs, the Chamber shall cooperate with the Government Accreditation Commission and the Czech Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports, and shall commensurately apply the data prepared by the schools for the process of study program accreditation and reaccreditation.

(2) A condition for a school listing in the list of schools with recognized education is the right of representatives of the Chamber to participate in the state examination committees.

(3) If a school complies with the conditions set out herein and by the Chamber, it must be listed in the list of schools providing recognized professional education or in the list of schools providing similar education. The Chamber, providing proper justification, shall inform a school of its decision not to inscribe that school onto the relevant list within ten days of such a decision being made. A school is entitled to lodge an appeal against such a decision within one month of its delivery. In the event of a disagreement, a conference procedure between the Chamber and the school shall commence within ten days.

DIVISION TWO

REQUIREMENTS FOR SUPERVISED PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE

Section 9

Requirements for supervised professional practice and proof thereof for certification purposes

(1) Supervised professional practice necessary for the purposes of certification means professional practice under the supervision of a certified person undertaken in an employment relationship or on the basis of a contractual relationship following on immediately from completed prescribed education and including to a commensurate degree all of the activities corresponding to the practice of the profession pursuant to the Act. Such supervised professional practice shall be duly documented in writing. Supervised professional practice may be partly and in a partial manner substituted in those phases of design activity in construction
, which the applicant for certification is not able to document to the prescribed degree by the attending of specially oriented supplementary professional programmes at university-level schools providing recognized professional education or at similar educational institutions (hereinafter referred to as “study practice“). If an applicant for certification fulfills only the minimal obligatory requirement for the duration, the scope of such study practice must not exceed one fifth of the total duration of the supervised practice to be documented.

(2)
 In the case of masters’ or bachelors’ degrees, the subsequent supervised professional practice shall last at least three and five years respectively. Any continuous professional practice performed between a duly completed four-year bachelors’ degree and the beginning of a masters’ degree shall also be included in the total duration of supervised professional practice unless the Act sets forth for individual field otherwise. In the event of a concurrence of professional practice performed between a completed bachelors’ degree and the beginning of a masters’ degree or after a masters’ degree, the requirement for practice duration is commensurately reduced on the basis of the mutual relationship of their minimal durations. The period between the application for certification and the contributed time of supervised professional practice must not be longer than five years.

(3) The provisions herein concerning the requirements for supervised professional practice and its duration shall apply commensurately for certification with general competence. When assessing the duration of demonstrable professional practice, the quality thereof will be considered particularly in cases where the applicant seeks either recognition of similar education proving his/her supervised professional practice, or remission of the prescribed education.

(4) Neither the supervised professional practice performed during a masters’ or a bachelors’ degree nor doctoral studies shall contribute to the obligatory five- or three-year periods of necessary supervised professional practice.  

(5) During examination, supervised professional practice is documented by:

a) the submission of a duly completed and confirmed supervised professional practice performance card (hereinafter referred to as the “Card“) including in particular the sections for

1.
The name of the person performing the supervised professional practice,  
2.
The name of the certified architect(s) supervising and managing the professional practice, and the imprint of the appropriate certification seal and signature thereof,

3.
A summary of works including the project name and location of performance of the work, the design performance phase in which the applicant participated, the year of elaboration, the nature of the professional activities performed and the scope of the documentation,

4.
A general assessment by the certified person or persons supervising the professional practice; 

if the supervised professional practice has been properly performed, a certified person(s) may not refuse to provide performance certification,

b) The submission of representative examples of works drawn up independently or in collaboration during the supervised professional practice,

c) Verification of the fact that during the period of supervised professional practice the applicant for certification was acquainted with the key activities in the comprehensive professional practice of an architect or an urban planner, depending on the field of certification chosen by the applicant, and in particular with 

1.
the provision of professional services related to the preparation of all performance phases and parts of architectural designs, landscape designs or plans and urban planning designs and plans and land-use planning documentation,

2. 
the administration and management of commissions, more especially negotiation and the drawing up of contracts, the provision of professional services and other procurement activities related to participation in public hearings, administrative proceedings or court trials, and the application of general and professional legal statutes and standards,

3.
the management of the technical, administrative and financial (economic) activities of an architectural and/or urban planning office and the coordination and management of trade specialists and consultants;

the provisions of Subsections 1 and 2 shall apply commensurately for individual fields and specializations.

chapter three

REQUIREMENTS FOR AN APPLICATION FOR certification 
Section 10

Application for certification 

[Schedule I]

(1) An application for certification shall be submitted in writing to the Office of the Chamber on the prescribed form. It shall include the following data in particular:

a) Type of certification required,

b) Name, surname, maiden name or other surname changes,

c) Academic title, scientific or pedagogical degree,

d) Birth identification number or other unique identification data,

e) Address of permanent residence and telephone or fax numbers, faxmodem or e-mail address, if any,

f) Address of the certified architect (registered office),
g) Education successfully completed,

h) Confirmation of professional practice in accordance with the provisions of Section 9, subs. 5 para. a) hereof,
i) Indication of the manner of professional practice performance.

(2) The application form for certification and the other certification data documentation may be provided to an applicant for certification only on payment of direct expenses related to their procurement. After discussion with the Council and on the basis of a calculation made by the Office of the Chamber, the Board of Directors of the Chamber shall decide on the size of this payment for the current year.

Section 11

Documents to be attached to an application for certification

(1) The documents to be attached to an application for certification are as follows:

a) Copies of documents proving the required professional education, attained over the prescribed duration at a recognized school, usually a certificate of a final state examination and a masters’ or bachelors’ degree certificate authenticated by a notary public, by the appropriate state administration authority or by the Office of the Chamber,

b) Documentation proving the performance of professional practice including an overview of works and documentation of selected examples of such work, unless the Card in accordance with Section 9 subs. 5 para. a) hereof is used; the application shall also be supported by a separate testimonial from at least one certified architect – usually an employer or a partner; this testimonial shall include:

1. 
The name of the person in whose favor the testimonial is provided,

2. 
A specification of the purpose for which the testimonial is provided,

3. 
Text confirming the veracity of the data on a professional curriculum vitae, and particularly the authorship or degree of co-authorship of the submitted works and other forms of collaboration in their preparation, and the other professional and ethical qualities of the applicant for certification,

4. 
The name of the certified architect providing the testimonial including signature and the imprint of the certification seal thereof,

c) A document proving suitability, usually an extract from the Criminal Record not more than three months’ old,

d) A document of full legal capacity, usually a declaration by the applicant that he/she has never been officially deprived of legal capacity; in special cases, a document proving the legitimate cancellation of an official declaration of the deprivation of legal capacity,


e) Proof of payment of the certification fee.

(2) Should these documents necessary for the professional competence examination not be duly and fully submitted, the applicant for certification shall not be permitted to take the professional competence examination. The Office of the Chamber shall request that the applicant for certification supplements his/her application as appropriate; the term set forth by Section 7 subs. 2 of the Act shall be suspended in accordance with general legal statutes
 for the period during which the application for certification is not complete.

(3) The provisions of special legal statutes
 shall apply to the provision of security for the data included in an application for certification and the documents attached thereto. 

chapter FOUR

REQUIREMENTS FOR CONSIDERATION OF THE APPLICATION, PROFESSIONAL COMPETENCE EXAMINATIONS AND GRANTING CERTIFICATION
division one

PROFESSIONAL competence EXAMINATIONS 

Section 12
(1)
The Chamber shall organize professional competence examinations as required, but at least three times per year. Regular meetings of the Examination Committee shall always be held by the fifteenth day of February, June and October at the latest. Applicants for the professional competence examination shall be informed of the date set for the Committee’s meeting no later than two weeks in advance, unless an applicant expressly agrees to accept later announcement.

(2)
Meetings of the Examination Committee shall normally be held in Prague or Brno. 

Section 13
The purpose of professional competence examinations 
(1) The purpose of a professional competence examination for the type, all fields and specializations of certification is to demonstrate the requirements for the completed education and the theoretical and practical knowledge necessary for independent professional practice in the scope stipulated in the provisions of Sections 4 through 7 inclusive hereof, the requirements for professional practice in the scope stipulated in the provisions of Section 9 hereof and essential knowledge of the legal statutes regulating the professional practice of architects and activities and relationships associated with the professional practice of architects
.

(2) The purpose of a professional competence examination for certification for all fields when applying for certification without field specification or for individual fields or specializations [Section 8 subs. 3 and 4 of the Act] by persons not meeting the conditions for certification in all fields, by persons with only similar education or by persons with no professional or even similar education, is to demonstrate the theoretical and practical knowledge, abilities and skills, unless they are a part of the applicant’s recognized professional education
. The foregoing shall apply commensurately to all the fields of study stipulated in the provisions of Sections 5 through 7 inclusive hereof, while complying with the requirements stipulated in the provisions of Section 4 hereof.

(3) The purpose of a professional competence examination for certification in the field of “architecture” is to demonstrate the knowledge in all the fields of study stipulated in the provisions of Sections 5 hereof, and for certification in the field of “land-use planning” is to demonstrate the knowledge in all the fields of study stipulated in the provisions of Sections 6 hereof, and for certification in the field of “landscape architecture” is to demonstrate the knowledge in all the fields of study stipulated in the provisions of Section 7 hereof. As regards demonstration of the knowledge necessary in the specialization of “design of environmentally stable land-use systems”, the provisions of Sections 7 shall apply commensurately. 

Section 14
Course of a professional competence examination 
(1) An applicant for certification shall submit an application for certification together with its attached documents to the Council. This application shall be submitted via the Office of the Chamber, which shall check the formal completeness and accuracy of the submitted application and its attachments; the Office of the Chamber shall determine pursuant to the instructions of the Council and, as the case may be, after an agreement with an applicant, the applicant’s allocation to an Examination Committee.

(2) Should the Office of the Chamber assess the submitted documents as sufficient or should the application be supplemented in accordance with the provisions hereof, the Office shall invite the applicant for certification to take an examination. The applicant shall be admitted to the examination no later than six months after the submission of his/her written application to the Council.

(3) The professional competence examination shall have both written and oral parts and be open to the public. The written part of the examination shall encompass basic knowledge of legal statutes in accordance with the provisions of Section 9 subs. 5 para. c) and Section 13 subs. 1 hereof. The oral and written parts of the examination shall be in the Czech or Slovak language, with no opportunity to use an interpreter. Should the written part of the examination fail to be entirely sufficient, the applicant shall not be admitted to the oral part of the examination.

(4) The Examination Committee shall evaluate the course and results of the examination in the applicant‘s absence into one these two verdicts: “passed“ or “failed“. The Examination Committee shall decide by a simple majority of all members present. The members of the Examination Committee vote individually and may not abstain from voting “passed“ or “failed“.. The decision-making of the Examination Committee is not public.

(5) The Examination Committee shall make a written record of the examination performed and its results, to be signed by all Committee members present. This record, together with other appurtenant documents, shall be submitted to the Council.

Section 15
Assessment of the results of professional competence examinations, the verification of documents and granting certification
(1) The Council shall decide on granting certification by a simple majority vote among all regular members. The members of the Council vote individually and may not abstain from voting “passed“ or “failed“. 

(2) The Office of the Chamber shall inform the applicant for certification of the result of the Council’s decision within fifteen days of the date of decision at the latest. In the event of a negative decision, the Chamber Office’s information shall include a notice of appeal. The Chamber shall serve the schools from which graduates applied for certification with a summary report on the course and results of certification proceedings at their request, but is obligated to protect the personal data of applicants in the report.

(3) The Chamber shall issue an applicant to whom the Council has granted certification with a written certificate defining the scope of activities covered by the said certification, signed by the Chairperson.

(4) The Council shall draw up a written record of the Council’s decision, the oathtaking and the proposal for the issuance of a written certificate, which shall be lodged permanently with the Chamber Office.

division TWO

REQUISITES OF OATH

Section 16
Requirements for the oath taken by a certified person
In the event of a positive decision by the Council, the Chamber Council shall invite the applicant for certification to take the oath prescribed by the Act. The oath of a certified person is taken orally in the presence of the Chairperson of the Chamber or an authorized member of the Board of Directors of the Chamber who shall act as the Chairperson’s deputy.  

division THREE

REQUIREMENTS FOR the CERTIFICATE, MINUTES OF cOUNCIL MEETINGS AND DECISIONS, AND DOCUMENTS DRAWN UP IN RELATION TO CERTIFICATION 

Section 17

Requirements for the certificate
The certificate shall comprise:

a) the name and surname of the certified person,

b) the birth identification number or similar unambiguous identification data of the certified person,

c) the type, field or specialization of the certification,

d) the authorization to use the appropriate protected title in accordance with the provisions of Section 2 hereof,

e) the authorization to use a certification seal with the national emblem, and the description and numerical code of the certification field,

f) the certificate number,

g) the certification number under which the certified person is entered onto the Chamber’s list of certified persons,

h) the date of certification,

i) the signature of the chairperson of the Chamber.

Section 18
Requirements for minutes of Council meetings and decisions 
The minutes of Council meetings and decisions shall contain dates and venues, attendance lists with the signatures of all regular members present, decisions concerning the granting or withholding of certification to applicants, the specification of certification types, the reasoning of the decision and other Council rulings. The minutes shall be signed by the Council’s chairperson or vice-chairperson.

Section 19
Requirements for the record of the oath taken by a certified person
The record of the taking of the prescribed oath by a certified person shall contain the date and place of the oathtaking, the name and signature of the person taking the oath and the name and signature of the member of the Board of Directors of the Chamber into whose hands the oath was delivered.

Section 20
Requirements for certification documents 

The set of certification documents shall comprise:

a) An application for certification with the prescribed documents attached,

b) A record of the course and results of the examination,

c) A record of the Council’s certification decision,

d) A record of the taking of the prescribed oath,

e) A copy of the certificate with the designated type of certification in accordance with Section 2 hereof,

f) An imprint of a certification seal with the national emblem and certification field expressed by the verbal and numerical designation,

g) A copy of the record of the handing over of the documents ad d) and e) to the certified person,

h) Written mandate to enter the person onto the list of certified persons.

Section 20
Requirements for a certification seal

 (1) The certification seal shall include the name and academic title of the certified person, the verbal designation of the type, field or specialization for which certification is granted, the national emblem of the Czech Republic, and the serial number of the certified architect under which he/she is entered onto the List of certified persons.


(2) The certification seal shall be used only for the purposes defined by the Act and is valid only with the signature of the certified person and with the date of signature specified. Misuse of the certification seal is a criminal offence under the Act
.

Section 22
Requirements for the record of the handing over of the 

certificate and certification seal

The record of the handing over of the certificate and the certification seal to a certified person shall comprise the location and date of said handover, a list of the items handed over, the name and signature of the authorized person making the handover and the signature of the certified person in receipt.

chapter FIVE

requiREMENTS FOR entry ONTO AND THE MAINTENANCE OF THE list of certified persons

Section 23

Requirements for the list of certified persons

(1) All data relating to certified persons which the Chamber is authorized to manage, shall be a part of a personal file for each individual certified person and shall be permanently filed in the Chamber under the conditions set forth by general legal statute
 for a period of at least fifty years from the cessation of a certified person’s certification.

(2) Data relating to certified persons shall be also entered in a well bound, A3 size ledger with paginated sheets secured against the falsification of records.

(3) Data from the updated list of certified persons shall also be kept in a secure digital format in a computer database administered by the Chamber. The conditions for access to information about certified persons and the protection of such information are set forth in special legal statutes.

Section 24
Requirements for entry onto the list of certified persons

(1) The following facts shall be entered onto the list of certified persons:

a) The certification number, under which a certified person is registered,

b) The name and surname of the certified person, maiden name and subsequent surname changes, if any,

c) The title of the certified person,

d) The birth identification number or similar unambiguous data of the certified person,

e) The type of certification (or field or specialization),

f) The date of entry of the certified person onto the list of certified persons maintained by the Chamber,

g) A record of professional practice performance,

h) A record of certification suspension,

i) A record of disciplinary measures imposed, including

1. The type of disciplinary measure imposed,

2. The date of imposition of the disciplinary measure,

3. The date of erasure of the disciplinary measure,

j) A record of certification termination.

(2)  The Council shall provide the mandate for the entry of a certified person onto the list of certified persons. Such mandate shall include the name of the certified person, his/her birth identification number or other similar unambiguous identification data, the date of certification, the date of issuance of the mandate and the signature of the Council chairperson. The appurtenant documents on the basis of which the certification was granted shall be attached to the mandate.

(3) The body of the Chamber which lawfully decides the issue shall provide the mandate for entering facts related to the professional practice of a certified person onto the list of certified persons. Such a mandate shall include data identifying the type of disciplinary measure imposed, the date of imposition and, where applicable, the date of the erasure of a disciplinary measure; the Supervisory Board of the Chamber shall provide the mandate to enter the disciplinary measures imposed upon a certified person by the professional authority of the state where such person practices the profession as a resident person. Such mandate shall also include data identifying the date of issuance of the mandate and the signature of the chairperson of the relevant body of the Chamber. 

Section 25
Requirements for the maintenance and administration of the list of certified persons
(1) The Board of Directors of the Chamber is responsible for the maintenance and administration of the list of certified persons. The Office of the Chamber is authorized to administer the lists and all documents relating to the registration of certified persons, and to perform all associated administrative activities.

(2) An authorized employee of the Office of the Chamber, who shall also be responsible for duly recording pursuant to the given mandates, shall make the entries onto the list of certified persons.

(3) The relevant body of the Chamber is responsible for the correct mandates for entries onto the list of certified persons; the Board of Directors of the Chamber is responsible for entries onto the list of certified persons.

PART TWO

JOINT, TRANSITIONAL AND FINAL PROVISIONS

Section 26

The Chamber may recognize the certification for professional practice of certified persons granted by similar foreign institutions outside the EU member states, other EEA member states and the Swiss Confederation exclusively on the basis of bilateral or multilateral international agreements on the mutual recognition of such certifications.

Section 27
(1) The statute of the Certification Council and the Examination Committees as established by the Organizational, Procedural and Electoral Code of the Czech Chamber of Architects
, which provisions apply commensurately unless this Code stipulates otherwise, even as regards the courses of a meeting, procedures, quorum, decision-making and election or the methods of appointments to the Council or the Examination Committees, as well as defining the disciplinary responsibility of their members, is in accordance with the Act or the Disciplinary and Arbitration Code of the Czech Chamber of Architects.
 

(2) The Council shall submit drafts of internal codes which set the conditions for the recognition of qualifications and registration to be approved by the Chamber, and of directives to be declared by the Board of Directors of the Chamber, to the Board of Directors and the General Assembly. 

(3) The provisions of the Disciplinary and Arbitration Code will be applied commensurately in the event of the disqualification from decision-making of an examination committee member or a Council member due to bias towards an applicant for certification. For the purposes of certification proceedings a biased person is deemed to be any person in a permanent business, employment or similar relationship with, or any person directly related by blood or marriage to, the applicant. 

Section 28
(1) Certifications granted in the field of “interior design“ pursuant to the legal statutes valid and in force till the 31st December 2003 remain valid, and the holders thereof are entitled to practice activities pursuant to Section 17 paras. e), g), h) and k) of the Act.
(2) Certifications granted in the field of “stage design“ pursuant to the contemporary legal statutes remain valid, and the holders thereof are entitled to practice activities pursuant to Section 17 paras. e), g), and k) of the Act.
Section 29
The Certification Code of the Czech Chamber of Architects issued on the 6th of Septemper 2004, ratified by the Ministry of Regional Development under ref. no. 12 059/2004-62, is hereby made null and void.

Section 30
This Certification Code comes into force on the date of its ratification by the Minister of Regional Development of the Czech Republic.

APPROVED:

Given in Prague on the 15th day of October 2008
Jiří Čunek,
Vice Prime Minister and Minister for Regional Development

of the Czech Republic
� Act no. 114/1992 Coll., on Nature and Landscape Protection as amended; Decree no. 395/1992 Coll. Implementing some provisions of the Act on Nature and Landscape Protection as amended; Guidelines of the Ministry of the Environment of the Czech Republic ref.no. 600/760/94-OOP2490/1994 on Procedures Used for the Procurement, Processing and Approval of Documentation of Local Environmentally Stable Land-use Systems; Authorization of the Czech Chamber of Architects for the administration of the profession and granting certifications for the specialization of designing of environmentally stable land-use systems, granted by the Ministry of the Environment of the Czech Republic on the 7th of June 1994 with the Executive Protocol to the latter Authorization.


� Provision of Section 158, Act 183/2006 Coll. on Land-Use Planning and Building Code (Building Act) as amended.


� Provision of Section 39 and Section 64, Act no. 500/2004 Coll., on Administrative Proceedings (Code of Administrative Procedure) as amended.


� Act no. 106/1999 Coll., on Free Access to Information as amended; Act no. 101/2000 Coll., on Personal Data Protection and on Changes to Some Acts as amended; Sections 31b and 31c of the Organizational, Procedural and Electoral Code of the Czech Chamber of Architects as of the 24th April, 1993 as amended.


� Overview of legal regulations for certified architects, certified engineers and certified technicians active in construction.


� List of schools providing recognized professional education; List of schools providing relative professional education.


� Provision of Section 176 on Falsification and Alteration of a Public Deed, Act no. 140/1961 Coll. (Criminal Code) as amended


� Act no. 499/2004 Coll. on Archiving and Registration Services and the Amendment of Some Acts as amended; Act no. 499/2004 Coll. on Archiving, Registration Services and on Changes to Some Acts as amended; Decree of the Ministry of Interior no. 645/2004 Coll., which implements certain provisions of the Act on Archiving and Registration Service and on Changes to Some Acts; Decree of the Ministry of Interior no. 645/2004 Coll., on Detalis of Registration Services Performance.


� Act no. 106/1999 Coll., on Free Access to Information as amended; Act no. 101/2000 Coll., on Personal Data Protection and on Changes to Some Acts as amended; Sections 31b and 31c of the Organizational, Procedural and Electoral Code of the Czech Chamber of Architects as of April 24, 1993, as amended.


� Provisions of Sections 16 and 17 (Certification Council) and Sections 22 and 23 (Examination Committees) of the Organizational, Procedural and Electoral Code of the Czech Chamber of Architects as of April 24, 1993, as amended.


� Disciplinary and Arbitration Code of the Czech Chamber of Architects as of April 16, 1994, as amended.
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